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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the degree of the political stability in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and its relationship to achieving the economic development from the point
of view of the faculty staff. To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher used
the descriptive survey approach. The tool for collecting information was a question—
naire consisting of (21) paragraphs distributed on two pivots, the pivot of the degree of
the availability of the political stability with (11) paragraphs, and the pivot of the level
of achieving the economic development with (10) paragraphs. The questionnaire was
applied using a comprehensive enumeration method on a sample of (65) faculty mem—
bers selected from the study community of (80) faculty members. The study reached a
number of findings: The degree of the political stability in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
was medium, and the level of achieving the economic development in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia was high. The findings also showed that there were no statistically signif-
icant differences between the average responses of the study sample about the degree
of the availability of the political stability in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is attributed
to the variable (sex, academic specialization, years in university education). There are
no statistically significant differences between the averages of the responses of the
study sample about the level of achieving the economic development in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia attributed to the variable (sex, academic specialization, years in university
education). Finally, the findings showed that there was a strong positive correlation of
(0.898) with statistical significance between the degree of the political stability and the

level of achieving the economic development in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The study recommended the need for the government to improve its perfor-
mance so that there is popular satisfaction with its performance. The rule of law shall
be applied to the rulers and the ruled. The country is keen on the independence of
the judiciary. The government is keen to improve the lives of people. The government

takes measures to make the price level suitable for the income of the citizen.

Keywords : Political Stability, Economic Development, Foreign Policy, Regional

.and International Variables
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INTRODUCTION:

Since the learner has become the center of the teaching/learning process, his/her own
learning styles and strategies should be enhanced to help establish the autonomous
learning. Vocabulary learning strategies are obviously a core element of the general
language learning strategies (LLSs) used by the learner to develop his/her general
language.
Research Problem:
proficiency. From the researcher’s experience, it has been noticed that VLSs have
not been incorporated in teaching vocabulary. Most teachers and students are not
aware of such strategies. Thus, it is necessary to train the students on using VLSs and
to investigate their attitudes towards using such strategies for vocabulary learning.
In addition, this study aims to investigate the effect of a website on developing tenth
graders’ reading comprehension skills.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:
The study aimed at achieving the following objectives:
1/Identifying the impact of using website on the tenth graders” achievement
inEnglishvocabulary.
2/Identitying the reading comprehension skills and sub-skills intended to
be developed among eleventh graders.
3/Familiarizing English language teachers with the basic principles of
designing, and using websites in teaching vocabulary and reading skills.
4/Teaching English language vocabulary and reading skills in an interactive
and interesting way.
5\Identitying more efticient and meaningful ways in teaching English
vocabulary and reading skills.
6\Examining students’ retention of English language vocabulary as a
result of using the website.

7/ Motivating learners and helping to facilitate their acquisition

of vocabulary and reading skills.
research hypotheses:
In order to address the research questions, the following null hypotheses were tested.
There are no statistically significant differences at (a 0 0.05) in the posttest results
between the mean scores of students who learn vocabulary through website
(experimental group) and those of the students who learn vocabulary through the
traditional method (control group.)
There are no statistically significant differences at (all 0.05) in the mean scores
between the vocabulary pre and post-test of the experimental group.
There are no statistically significant difterences at (a 1 0.05) in the mean scores of the
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experimental group between the vocabulary posttest and those of the delayed one.
There are no statistically significant differences at (a  0.05) in the post test results
between the mean scores of students who learn reading skills through website
(experimental group) and those of students who learn reading skills through the
traditional method (control group.)

There are no statistically significant difterences at (a 1 0.05) between the mean scores
of the experimental group in the reading comprehension pre- and posttest.

significance of the study:

This study may prove significant since it seeks to achieve the
tollowing:
1/Improve the performance of the tenth graders in theirlearning
ofvocabulary.
2/Improve the performance of the tenth graders in their reading
skills.
3/Improve teaching methods of English vocabulary as it is the
language of modern.
technology, science, art, politics, medicine, and other subjects.
4/Help English language teachers in organizing an eftective
teaching-learning.
environment through using website.
5/Benefit supervisors while conducting training courses for
English teachers to raise them.
awareness of the importance of using website in teaching
reading and vocabulary.
6/Encourage researchers in doing more studies about using
websites in developing other
skills such as reading, speaking and writing.
7/Provide an experimental model to show the impact of website
in developing tenth
graders English vocabulary and reading skills.

Purpose of the study:
The study aimed at achieving the following objectives:
1/Identitying the impact of using website on the tenth graders’
achievement in English vocabulary.
2/Identitying the reading comprehension skills and sub-skills
intended to be developed among eleventh graders.
3/Familiarizing English language teachers with the basic
principles of designing, and using websites in teaching
vocabulary and reading skills.
4/Teaching English language vocabulary and reading skills in
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an interactive and interesting way.
5\Identitying more efficient and meaningful ways in teaching
English vocabulary and reading skills.
6\Examiningstudents’ retention of English language vocabulary
as a result of using the website.
7\Motivating learners and helping to facilitate their acquisition
of vocabulary and reading skills.

limitation of the study:

The current study was applied within the following limitations:
1/The sample of the study consisted of all graders for boys and
girls in the governmental

2\The study will be carried out in the first term of the school
year.

3/The study will be limited to practice English vocabulary and
reading skills on the text book.

operational definitional of terms:

Keys term are those included in the title of the study.
vocabulary

A group of words included in unit one in the textbook.

vocabulary retention:
Vocabulary retention is the ability to acquire some words and keep them for a long
time, then recall them again in other situations, to use in contexts.

reading skills:

R eading skills are specific abilities which enable a reader to read anything written
with independence, comprehension and fluency. They are represented in cognitive
and metacognitive processes including prediction, skimming, scanning, guessing
meaning of words from context, monitoring, summarizing and making inferences.

Predication:

According to Grellet (1995: 17), prediction refers to “the faculty of predicting or
guessing what is to come next, making use of grammatical, logical and cultural
clues.

Vocabulary in listening
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In line with the purpose of this study, which aimed at investigating the impact of
using a website English vocabulary, retention and listening skills, this chapter is
divided into two parts. The first part consists of three domains. The first domain is
a literature review which discusses vocabulary and its retention; the second domain
discusses listening skills; and the third domain discusses using website in teaching
English language. The second part investigates the findings of previous studies
related to the topic of the current study.

Introduction:

Vocabulary is a fundamental requirement that influences students’ achievement in
studying English. Without vocabulary no communication, listening , and writing
can take place. So, it is important to know what vocabulary is and how vocabulary
1s defined by some experts.

The vocabulary and its retention, its definitions, the purposes for it using, its
importance, and its relationship with listening comprehension.

Definition of Vocabulary:

The definition of vocabulary relates to various views about the nature and use of
vocabulary. For instance, Beck, et al. (2008: 1) define vocabulary as “words that
a listener recognizes in print” and “learning meanings of new words”. Nash and
Snowling (2006: 336) describe vocabulary as “the knowledge of words and their
meanings”, while Sheehan (2002: 336) states vocabulary is “the ability to understand
and use words to acquire and convey meaning”. Oxford Dictionary (2013) defines
vocabulary as “the body of words used in a particular language”. In its turn, the
American Heritage Dictionary defines vocabulary as “all the words of the language,
which is the sum of words used by, understood by.

the command of a particular person or group.” This definition 1s in tandem with that
of Nordquist (2013: 76), who defines vocabulary as “All the words of a language, or
the words used by a particular person or group.»

Hornby (2000) in Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English states
that vocabulary is all the words that someone knows or uses, the words that are
typically used when talking about a particular subject or a list of words with the
explanation of their meanings in a book for learning a foreign language. Moreover,
Saputra (2007) gives a comprehensive definition of vocabulary and describes it as all
the words that are used in a language, have meanings and consist of some parts like
verbs, idioms, pronunciation, etc. Graddol, et al. (1987: 93) indicate that words can
be regarded as symbols, a symbol of the mental concept that we have.

Coady (1997) states that vocabulary refers to the body of words used in a particular
language. Vocabulary usually grows and evolves with age, and serves as a useful and
fundamental tool for communication and acquiring knowledge. Word knowledge
1s an essential component of communicative competence, and it is important for
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production and comprehension in second language.
The researcher defines vocabulary as the group of words that a person or group of
people knows and uses regularly. Vocabulary usually develops with age and servesasa
useful and fundamental tool for communication and acquiring knowledge. In short,
different definitions and meanings which carry with them some characteristics of
vocabulary exist but there is not one definition that sums up all these characteristics.
From all the above-mentioned definitions, it is clear that the concept of vocabulary
1s the most important part of learning any language. It is impossible for the learners
to read, write, speak and listen to any foreign language without having enough
knowledge of vocabulary. To sum up, the learner while learning the vocabulary
of a second or a foreign language can come across several challenges as Pllibilova
(2006) mentions:

“1/ making the correct connections, when understanding the second language,
between the form and meaning of words.
2/ when producing language, using the correct form of a word for the meaning
intended (i.e. nose not noise)

To meet these challenges the learner needs to:

3/ acquire a critical mass of words for use in both understanding and producing the
language.

4/ remember words over time and be able to recall them readily.

5/ develop strategies for coping with gaps in word knowledge, including coping
with unknown words, or unfamiliar uses of known words.

6/ have to take responsibility themselves for vocabulary expansion.

The Importance of Vocabulary:

Vocabulary knowledge is fundamental to the development of English language
proficiency. It is the most important factor in academic achievement for second or
tforeign language learners. Schmitt (2008: 329) believes that vocabulary is an essential
part in language mastery. Similarly, Knight (1994: 1) proposes that acquisition of
words can be considered the most important aspect of second language acquisition.
Without vocabulary building, it is difficult to study grammar, speaking, listening,
writing. etc. Studies noted that without an adequate knowledge of relevant
vocabulary, students have difticulty performing the tasks, required of them in their
school (Harley, 1996). Concerning the significance of vocabulary, McCarthy (1995:
312)states that “Without words to express a wide range of meanings, communication
in the second language cannot happen in any meaningtul way”. By these statements,
the researcher concludes that vocabulary is the decisive component of all uses of
language

Sedita (2005) indicates that vocabulary knowledge is related to academic success
because learners who have large vocabulary can understand new ideas and concepts
more quickly and deeply than learners with limited vocabulary. Nichols and
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Rupley (2004) emphasize the importance of vocabulary stating that it is a key to
reading comprehension, reading fluency, writing, and communication with others.
Mastering vocabulary enables students to form sentences and communicate with
others. Thus, it is impossible for the learners to read, write, listen to and speak a
foreign language without having enough knowledge of vocabulary:

Therefore, Folse (2008) mentions that English language learners need a continuous
knowledge of vocabulary in order to improve comprehension and production in the
foreign language. He adds that while a basic level of vocabulary will allow learners
to communicate some ideas to a certain degree, better communication can happen
when learners have acquired more vocabulary. Richards and Renandya (2002:
255) clarity that without extensive vocabulary and strategies for acquiring new
vocabulary, learners often achieve less than their potential and may be discouraged
from making use of language learning.

Vocabulary is also the foundation for listening comprehension. The relationship
between listening and vocabulary size is a complex and dynamic one. This
relationship can be viewed from two different points of view:

the effect of vocabulary size on reading comprehension and the eftect of reading
on vocabulary size.

Regarding the effects of English vocabulary size on reading comprehension, the
most frequent 2000 words comprise 80 % of all words in a given English text, and
a vocabulary size of the 2000 most frequent words enables learners to have “a good
degree of comprehension of a text” (Nation & Waring., 2001)

Regarding the eftect of reading on vocabulary, in order for learners to enlarge their
vocabulary size, some scholars argue that learners need to read extensively in the
second language (Krashen, 1989; Nation, 2001). By reading extensively, learners
encounter the most frequent words repeatedly in meaningful contexts. A large
vocabulary size can also have a positive impact on understanding the grammar of
the target language. According to Ellis (1995), knowing the words in a text can have
a facilitative eftect on learning grammatical rules as learners understand the discourse
tunctions better. Vocabulary knowledge may make the meaning of grammatical
functions more transparent to learners.

From the above-mentioned discussion on vocabulary learning and its importance,
the researcher concludes the following:

Vocabulary is very important in mastering the language

Vocabulary is necessary in comprehension

Without vocabulary learners cannot read, speak listen and write. Vocabulary is
beneficial for learners, as they have a chance to handle L2 in both receptive and
productive skills more successtully.

Without vocabulary the message cannot be conveyed.

Vocabulary is the basis of any language learning.

Continuous enrichment and expansion of vocabulary enhances learners’ knowledge
of comprehension of texts in L.2
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Types of Vocabulary:

When talking about vocabulary, it is necessary to present the types of vocabulary
one needs when one wants to express one’s desire, or when one listens. It is also
important for English language teachers to acquaint themselves with the difterent
kinds of vocabulary in order to be successful in presenting them to their students.
There are several classifications of vocabulary. It is essential to distinguish between
these different types. The types of vocabulary as discussed in different books and
research articles are as follows:

Receptive and Productive vocabulary:

Nation (2001) divides vocabulary according to its use into two types:

receptive and productive/expressive vocabulary.

A. Receptive vocabulary means words that learners can recognize and comprehend
in the context of reading and listening material.

B. Productive/Expressive vocabulary means words that learners can recall and use
appropriately in speaking and writing to express themselves and to convey their
messages.

Passive and Active vocabulary:

Cairns and Redman (1986) state that receptive and productive vocabulary are often
called passive and active vocabulary. Most researchers nowadays construe lexical
knowledge as a continuum consisting of several levels and dimensions of knowledge,
starting with superficial familiarity with a word and ending with the ability to use
the word correctly in free production (Laufer & Goldstein, 2004; Nation 2001).
Vocabulary on the continuum may shift from passive to active vocabulary when
being properly activated. Therefore, the view of a continuum appropriately
expresses the dynamic complexity of vocabulary knowledge (Zhiying, et al., 2005).
[t is understood that “receptive” vocabulary means language items which can only
be recognized and comprehended in the context of reading and listening, while
“productive” vocabulary means the language items which the learner can recall
and use appropriately in speech and writing (Cairns & Redman,1986: 64). Passive
vocabulary knowledge involves receiving the form of a word while listening or
reading and retrieving its meaning. Productive vocabulary knowledge, on the other
hand, means to express a meaning through speaking or writing and retrieve and
produce the appropriate spoken or written word form (Nation, 2001). Thus, passive
vocabulary knowledge involves a process from form to meaning and productive
vocabulary knowledge involves a process from meaning to form.

Content words and function words:

Languages make an important distinction between two kinds of words - content
words and function words. Nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs are the content
words. These words denote concepts such as objects, actions, attributes, and ideas
that we can think about like children, anarchism, soar, and purple. Content words
are sometimes called the open class words because we can and regularly do add new
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words to these classes. Other classes of words do not have clear lexical meanings
or obvious concepts associated with them, including conjunctions such as and, or,
and but; prepositions such as in and of; the articles ‘the’ and ‘a/an’, and pronouns
such as it. These kinds of words are called function words because they specify
grammatical relations and have little or no semantic content. Function words are
sometimes called closed class words. It is difficult to think of any conjunctions,
prepositions, or pronouns that have recently entered the language. The small set
of personal pronouns such as I, me, mine, he, she, and so on are part of this class
(Fromkin, et al.., 2010)

Intentional and Incidental Vocabulary Learning:

Lexical skills are among the most fundamental components of second language
reading, listening, speaking and writing. Lexical skills extend over a broad area
with many dimensions as Nation (2001) and Schmitt (2002) point out. As a
result, vocabulary learning is a demanding task for language learners. One goal of
research on vocabulary acquisition is to find the most effective ways for language
learners to learn and use the target vocabulary. Two central positions exist in the
field of second language vocabulary learning: incidental vocabulary learning and
intentional vocabulary learning. Incidental vocabulary learning refers to reading-
based vocabulary enlargement while intentional vocabulary.

learning refers to provision of support to learners by teachers, dictionaries, and some
exercise types that allow students to manipulate vocabulary items.

Besides these two central positions on vocabulary learning, some scholars (Hulstijn,
Hollander, Greidanus 1996; Coady 1998; Wesche & Paribakht, 2000) argue that
intentional and incidental vocabulary learning should be used at the same time as
they both have an important place in language learners’ vocabulary development.
Krashen (1989: 440) argues that vocabulary acquisition occurs when learners read
extensively for meaning in the target language. He opposes explicit presentation
of vocabulary items because “linguistic competence developed this way is highly
limited in terms of quantity, usability and quality of learned vocabulary. According
to incidental vocabulary learning, the most salient incidental vocabulary learning
strategy 1is inferring meaning of words by using contextual clues during reading for
meaning. The active derivation of meaning from context makes the vocabulary
more memorable and therefore results in better vocabulary retention (Hulstijn.,
1993)

However, two questions in the literature remain unresolved about incidental
vocabulary learning through reading. One question concerns how many encounters
to a word are needed to acquire it. Lack of conclusive results regarding this question
1s due to the incremental nature of the vocabulary acquisition process (Zahar, et
al., 2001). Since aspects of a word such as its pronunciation, spelling, meaning,
collocations, grammatical category, and appropriate use cannot be learned by
language learners at one time, learners need to encounter a particular word several
times in different contexts to acquire it completely (Schmitt., 2002)
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The review of the literature by Zahar, et al. (2001) seems to suggest that at least
six encounters of a particular word in reading texts may result in its acquisition.
However, they also suggest that this number of encounters to a particular word
may not be adequate for full acquisition. The second question concerns the kinds
of contexts that facilitate acquisition of a new word. Natural texts may contain
contexts with unsupportive or misleading clues for incidental word learning purposes
(Zahar, et al., 2001, Hulstijn, Hollander, & Greidanus 1996; Coady 1998; Wesche
& Paribakht 2000). For some words in unsupportive and misleading contexts,
learners might need to wait for other contexts that are clear for them; otherwise
they may learn the words incorrectly (Zahar, et al., 2001). Intentional vocabulary
instruction holds that learners’ acquisition of new vocabulary can be facilitated by
the provision of support to learners by teachers, dictionaries, and some exercise types
that promote consolidation and retention of the vocabulary items (Nation, 2001;
Schmitt & Schmitt,1995; Wesche & Paribackht, 2000; Zahar, et al., 2001). In an
intentional vocabulary instruction environment, learners are encouraged to notice
the words that are unfamiliar; they consult dictionaries, their teachers and friends in
order to learn the unknown words in a text. Learners involve in these intentional
vocabulary teaching activities in addition to inferring meaning of unknown words
from context.

Furthermore, learners consolidate the newly learned words by repetition and
vocabulary learning exercises. According to this view, learners are active processors
of vocabulary knowledge since the process of vocabulary learning is a complex task
and requires varied mental processing (Wesche & Paribackht, 2000). To provide
that kind of processing, Wesche and Paribackht (2000) argue that besides inferring
meaning from context, learners should be engaged in vocabulary exercises such
as definition matching, multiple choice cloze, open cloze, semantic mapping, and
negotiating meaning with peers. These exercises help learners process vocabulary
knowledge in depth and can lead to successtul retention (Wesche & Paribakht,
2000). According to the intentional vocabulary instruction view, an overemphasis
on incidental vocabulary learning by teachers may prevent learners from checking
the correctness of inferred meaning of words. Learners may not look up words in
the dictionary to check if their inferred meaning is correct or not (Hulstijn, 1993).
As a result, students may learn and remember some word meanings incorrectly.
Moreover, unless eighty percent of words in a reading text are known, it 1s ditticult
to infer the meaning of the unknown words from context (Nation, 2001; S6kmen,
2001), and students may then make incorrect inferences because they may think
all unknown words can be inferred by using contextual clues (Hulsjtin, 1993).
Additionally, an overemphasis on incidental vocabulary instruction may encourage
students to ignore some unknown words in a text; thus, students may not learn
very many words from a reading text (Hulstijn, Hollander, Greidanus 1996). Based
on these findings, some researchers (Lyman- Hager & Davis 1996; Schmitt 2002;
Maera 2001; Sokmen 2001) argue that incidental vocabulary learning alone does
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not answer the needs of the students in an EFL context where learners do not have
the chance to meet the target vocabulary as frequently as needed to reach optimal
vocabulary size and quality. Another problem in an EFL context is the
limited time available for learning large and quality vocabulary, thus, the vocabulary
learning process should be accelerated to meet the EFL learners’ needs (Cobb, 1999).
Because of time limitations and the low rate of incidental vocabulary learning, there
seems to be a consensus on providing learners both with incidental and intentional
vocabulary learning opportunities.
What vocabulary to teach?
Every language teacher must make a difticult choice on what and how much
vocabulary to teach.

Furthermore, they must consider what vocabulary items to teach first (during early
stages of the course) and what vocabulary to leave for later on. The teacher’s choice
of vocabulary is influenced into some extent by the course book and supplementary
materials they use. However, even here “a teacher decides on emphasis given to
individual items” (Gairns & Redman., 1992: 54)

: Usefulness
When making a decision about what vocabulary to teach preferentially, the teacher
should take into consideration mainly usefulness of the words. Yet, which words are
actually useful? To be able to answer this question, it might be helpful to look into
several aspects. In the first place, the teacher should consider the learner’s needs. Allen
(1983) points out that it is useful to provide the learner with words for ‘classroom
language’ just at the early stages of the course. She continues that it is important
for the teacher to predict what words the student needs to know for talking about
everyday life, people and things surrounding them. “When such words are learnt,
the new language can immediately be put to use” (Allen, 1983: 108). One of the
criteria affecting the teacher’s choice is the frequency in which the particular item 1s
used in common language. In general, “The words which are most commonly used
are the ones we should teach first” (Harmer, 1993: 154). However, most frequent
words do not usually convey much information, being so-called ‘empty’ words (i.e.
grammar words) and to be able to communicate, learners need considerable amount
of words bearing some meaning (McCarthy, 1992: 82). Another aspect to consider
1s coverage. As Harmer (1993: 154) states, the words covering more things are likely
to be taught before words with only one specific meaning. For example, the word
‘book’ will be taught before words such as ‘notebook or exercise book.’

Vocabulary and listening effectively:

Most studies in this area have looked at the learning of English, but some have
looked at other languages. Laufer (1992) suggests that a vocabulary of

3000-word families of general English is enough for a good understanding of a
general English text such as a novel. Other estimates have been as high as 5000-
word families (Hirsh & Nation, 1992) as an adequate level for pleasure reading.
The number of words needed for the reading of technical texts such as science texts
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or newspapers is larger than for less formal texts. There are several reasons for this.
Firstly, there are higher proportions of academic and technical words in formal
informative writing. Chung and Nation (2003) found that 38% of the running
words in an anatomy text and 17% of the words in an applied linguistics text were
technical words. Some of these words were drawn from the high frequency and
academic vocabulary, but more were from what would in other texts be considered
low frequency words. Secondly, because of the heavy cognitive demands of formal
texts, a higher text coverage is likely to be needed. Where the text content is
important, we are less tolerant of
unknown words.
Thirdly, if formal reading is for academic purposes, then several subject areas and
topics are likely to be covered. The more diverse the range of subjects and topics,
the much larger the vocabulary required (Sutarsyah, et al., 1994)

Vocabulary Retention:

Most language learners seem to think that once they have studied particular words,
they have completed learning those words. They do not do any further systematic
study to remember and use them in other contexts. However, overtime, they may
torget some of the learned words either partially or completely. Thus, retention
1s very important in the learning process. According to Yu-Ling (2005), learning,
retaining and recalling the new word meaning have always been the main concern
of not only EFL learners in reading comprehension, but also those who want to
learn English language outside the academic atmosphere. When EFL learners start to
read a text, what comes to their minds is how to learn and recall the new vocabulary
meanings. Vocabulary testing techniques:

There are many types of techniques used to test vocabulary. Pavlu (2009), in her
thesis, shows the most used ones:

Multiple choice

Principles in teaching vocabulary

Introduction

Nation (1990) concludes the following principles to be considered in teaching
vocabulary:

1/ Keep the teaching simple and clear. Don’t give complicated explanations.

2/ Relate the present teaching to past knowledge by showing a pattern or analogies.
3/ Use both oral and written presentation - write it on the blackboard as well as.
explaining.

4/ Give most attention to words that are already partly known.

5/ Tell the learners if it is a high frequency word that is worth noting for future
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attention.
6/ Don’t bring in other unknown or poorly known related words like near synonyms.

Vocabulary teaching and learning effective:

Vocabulary is generally a matter of remembering, unlike e.g. learning grammar,
which is a system based mainly on rules (Thornbury, 2004). To be able to teach
as effectively as possible, it is important to know how words are remembered and
stored in students’ minds and how long term memory is organized. Several authors
agree that vocabulary is stored in the mind in a highly organized and complex
web-like system, the so-called ‘mental lexicon’. In the mental lexicon, words are
stored, categorized and interconnected in many ways, according to their features
such as meaning, form, collocation, syntactic properties, cultural background, etc.
Consequently, a word being retrieved is looked up through several pathways at
once, which is extremely economical in terms of time needed (McCarthy, 1992;
Gairns & Redman, 1992). One of the important roles of the language teachers is
to help their students find the easiest way of conveying new information into the
already existing system of the mental lexicon. Moreover, students need to acquire
the ability to store the information for as long as possible.

Thornbury (2004: 24-25) lists several techniques to follow to make vocabulary
teaching as effective as possible.

Firstly repetition, yet what he means is “repetition of encounters with a word”, e.g.
in reading. Furthermore, he stresses the importance of retrieval and use of the new
words. While practicing, learners should make decisions about words, e.g., match
rhyming words or use new items to complete sentences. Moreover, personalizing
vocabulary practice has proved to be beneficial for remembering along with spacing,
which means that presentation of new vocabulary is divided into more widely
separated sequences followed by repeated revision later on with gradually extending
periods between them, e.g., the end of the lesson, next lesson, next week and so on.
Another helptul element is motivation, which is closely linked with attention. “A
very high degree of attention (called arousal) seems to correlate with improved
recall” . Connected to this, emotional value of words should be considered as well.
The researcher definitely agrees with Thornbury on this matter, as his conclusions
correspond with the researcher’s own experiences.

Finally, Thornbury advises teachers to visualize a picture for a new word or to link
an abstract word with some mental image. Images drawn by students themselves
have the best outcomes. Besides imaging, there are other mnemonics, such as
making clues from associations with a similarly sounding word and its meaning in
the mother tongue. Again, Thornsbury claims that students” own images have the
best influence on remembering.

When examining this matter, Gairns and Redman (1992) stress the importance of
meaningful activities in the classroom. They point out that meaningful tasks need to
be analyzed in greater detail and therefore information is more likely to be retained
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in long- term memory. Furthermore, they as well as Thornbury reason the positive
impact of personalization, imaging and retrieval mentioned above. They also
suggest a good organization of written storage of vocabulary to support retention.
Among other possibilities, they mention using ‘word diagrams’, which they claim
might be very useful for “storage of lexis”. To sum it up, the teacher should help
students build up and use a mental lexicon in such a way that they will be capable of
storing, keeping and retrieving words when needed. He or she can call on various
methods to aid him or her in accomplishing this task, mainly arousing motivation
and attention, engaging in meaningful activities and providing many channels for
learning and practicing. Pictures represent a convenient tool to be employed in
nearly all of these methods.

Six Steps to Better Vocabulary teaching:
Marzano (2004) mentions the following six-steps to better vocabulary teaching

1/ Provide a description, explanation, or example of the new term.
2/ Ask students to restate the description, explanation, or example in their own
words.

3/ Ask students to construct a picture, pictograph, or symbolic representation of
the term.
4/ Engage students periodically in activities that help them add to their knowledge
of the terms in their vocabulary notebooks.
5/ Periodically ask students to discuss the terms with one another.
6/ Involve students periodically in games that enable them to play with terms

Aspects of vocabulary knowledge:

Words are not discrete units in a language; they have strong and complicated features
(Schmitt, 2002; Wesche & Paribakht, 2000). Learners may think that learning a
word involves only learning its pronunciation, spelling and meaning. However, a
single word 1s composed of different aspects which go beyond its pronunciation,
spelling and meaning. In order for the learners to say they know a word, they have
to have knowledge about a particular word pronunciation, spelling, word parts,
meaning, grammatical properties, collocations, and contextual factors affecting its
appropriate use (Nation, 2001). Knowing a word pronunciation means being able
to recognize the word when it is heard and also being able to produce the spoken
torm. Spelling knowledge refers to learner’s knowledge of a word written form.
Knowing the written and spoken form of words helps learners understand what
they read and hear.

Another important aspect of vocabulary knowledge for language learners is a word
meaning. The meaning of a word constitutes the relationship between the word and
a concept. In language, the spoken form and written form of a word correspond to
a concept in the real world. Learners need to connect the written and spoken forms
of words to the concepts successfully in order to communicate an intended message.
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The strength of this connection determines how eftective language learners can
remember the meaning of words when they encounter and use them in written and
spoken language. Another essential issue regarding meanings of words in language is
that words generally have more than one meaning. When learners look up a word
in a dictionary, they may encounter many different meanings for the word. Thus,
learners need to know the various meanings that may correspond to written and
spoken forms of a single word (Nation., 2001)

Collocation constitutes another aspect of vocabulary knowledge. Collocation
refers to typical co-occurrence of particular words more often than that would be
expected by chance. Accordingly, collocational knowledge involves sequencing
words in a way that is frequently observed in native speaker use of words in phrases
and sentences (Nation., 2001)

Collocational knowledge is believed to aftect fluency and the appropriate use of
language (Pawley & Syder, 1983 cited in Nation, 2001: 323). Thus, learners need
to know what words typically occur together.

Word parts are another important aspect of vocabulary knowledge. Word parts
knowledge involves knowing how to form difterent words by using a root word
with the help of derivational suffixes and prefixes. Knowing how to form new
words by using derivational suffixes and prefixes in English becomes particularly
important because of widespread and frequent use of derivational aftixes (Carstairs-
MacCarthy, 2002). In addition, according to studies on word parts (morphological
properties of words), word parts knowledge is represented in our mental dictionary
and has a role in how words are organized and stored in our mental dictionary
(Nation, 2001). Knowledge of word parts also plays an important role in using
words in phrases and sentences as learners sometimes need to consult their word
parts knowledge when they are placing the words in sentences and phrase patterns
(Carstairs-MacCarthy., 2002)

Words are also closely related to grammatical patterns. It is necessary for learners
to know what part of speech a word is in order to place it in a grammatical pattern
accurately (Schmitt, 2002). The last aspect of vocabulary knowledge deals with
having information about contexts in which a given word can be used appropriately
(Miller, 1999 cited in Nation, 2001). The context refers to a particular situation in
which the communication is taking place. Particular words and phrases can be more
appropriately.

Vocabulary Instruction:

Traditionally, as teachers presented new vocabulary to students, they used to
focus on the meaning of the new word or the equivalent in the native language.
However, many scholars have found that only knowing the meaning of the word
is not enough. Knowing the definition of a word may be conducive to reading,
but it does not enable students to produce a correct or authentic sentence, for they
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are not familiar with how the word should be used. Consequently, vocabulary
instruction that focuses on collocation developed. Stockdale III (2004) clarities that
collocation is of much higher importance, however, in terms of use, acquisition
and ultimate success in language learning. When we focus on collocation, we will
provide students with abundant exemplification, which will be helpful to students’
analysis and production.

Based on Stockdale’s studies in 2004, there are huge difterences between the
definition of instruction and collocation instruction. Students who were trained
with the emphasis on definition would annotate the word they did not know in
L1. Then, they were likely to misuse them in an unsystematic way. Nevertheless,
students who were trained with the emphasis of collocation would pay more
attention to the word collocating the target words. Also, their class notes generally
contained fewer L1 translations.

Apart from adding collocation to vocabulary teaching, implicit and explicit learning
are also another focus for English teachers. Implicit learning is the acquisition of
knowledge that takes place naturally, simply, and unconsciously. Explicit learning
refers to a conscious operation wherein the learner makes and tests hypotheses about
the target language (Ellis, 1994). As to which approach brings better effectiveness,
there is still no definite answer yet. As Benthuysen (1994) says, over the years the
“pendulum” has swung back and forth in second language education between
methods that emphasize explicit instruction and methods that favor implicit
learning. For instance, Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), which puts
more stress on contents rather than forms, is more on the side of implicit learning.
Nevertheless, the Audio-lingual Method, in which reinforcement is an important
element, stands closer to the side of explicit learning. In the researcher’s opinion,
it is easier for implicit vocabulary learning to take place with an abundant English-
speaking environment. If teachers want to achieve optimal eftectiveness, they could
take into account in relation to reading comprehension.

Vocabulary knowledge in relation to reading comprehension:

Clearly, vocabulary and comprehension are closely connected skills. Each skill is
imperative to reading achievement, yet one relies heavily on the other. This intricate
relationship has been documented by many researchers. “Vocabulary development
1s both an outcome of comprehension and a precursor to it, with word meanings
making up as much as 70-80% ot comprehension” (Bromley, 2002: 528). Harmon
(2002: 606) notes, “Many students continue to struggle with comprehension
because of limited vocabulary knowledge and ineffective strategies”. While many
researchers have examined the correlation between vocabulary and comprehension,
other researchers have described how a larger vocabulary contributes to other
areas of school success. Manzo, et al., (2006: 615) conclude “word learning can
improve the capacity to learn” and “a rich vocabulary increases comprehension
and, therefore, most learning”. Simply stated, Lubliner and Smetana (2005: 163)
declare, “Children with larger vocabularies find reading easier, read more widely,
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and do better in school”. Bromley (2007: 528) states “Many teachers know they
need to do a better job teaching vocabulary to students who find reading difticult.”
A wealth of research has emphasized the positive connection between vocabulary
knowledge and reading comprehension (Al Ghatli, 2011; Baba, 2007; Gauthier,
1991; Guo & Roehrig, 2011; Mezynski, 1983; Nagy & Herman, 1988; Stahl &
Nagy, 2006; Rashidi & Khosravi, 2010; Spencer, 2000). It is so fundamental a
component of language learning that vocabulary knowledge determines learners’
comprehension of texts (Rashidi & Khosravi, 2010). To be able to read texts
eftectively, adequate knowledge of high frequency and supplementary words were
taken to be a prerequisite (Rashidi & Khosravi., 2010)

Although the explanation of the relationships between vocabulary knowledge and
reading comprehension was seen to be complicated, the strong and positive inter-
correlations found among learners’ vocabulary size, depth of vocabulary knowledge
and reading comprehension implied that vocabulary knowledge directly influenced
reading comprehension (Qian., 1998)

The complexity of the vocabulary was a valuable factor in predicting reading
comprehension. With respect to evaluating reading comprehension and vocabulary
knowledge, Spencer (2000) states that of various measures available, a multiple-
choice assessment is the general standardized test format. To measure the depth of
learners” word knowledge, a simple test would be to ask learners to distinguish the
synonyms or antonyms of the target words. For more in-depth testing, learners
could be asked to decide the perfect syntax in sentences by discerning the meanings
of the target words. Al Ghafli (2011) states when the participants’ writing ability 1s
not at a high enough level to demonstrate their comprehension, the receptive-skill
measure would be used.

Vocabulary and reading effectively:

Most studies in this area have looked at the learning of English, but some have
looked at other languages. Laufer (1992) suggests that a vocabulary of 3000 word
tamilies of general English is enough for a good understanding of a general English
text such as a novel. Other estimates have been as high as 5000 word families (Hirsh
& Nation, 1992) as an adequate level for pleasure reading. The number of words
needed for the reading of technical texts such as science texts or newspapers is larger
than for less formal texts. There are several reasons for this. Firstly, there are higher
proportions of academic and technical words in formal informative writing. Chung
and Nation (2003) found that 38% of the running words in an anatomy text and
17% of the words in an applied linguistics text were technical words. Some of these
words were drawn from the high frequency and academic vocabulary, but more
were from what would in other texts be considered low frequency words. Secondly,
because of the heavy cognitive demands of formal texts, a higher text coverage is
likely to be needed. Where the text content is important we are less tolerant of
unknown words. Thirdly, if formal reading is for academic purposes, then several
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subject areas and topics are likely to be covered. The more diverse the range of
subjects and topics, the much larger the vocabulary required (Sutarsyah, etal., 1994)
The Nature of Vocabulary Acquisition:
An advanced language learner knows approximately ten thousand words (Schmitt,
2002). Although there is not a consensus on how learners learn such a large amount
of vocabulary, there is a general picture of vocabulary acquisition in the literature
(Schmitt, 2002). Some important features of vocabulary acquisition have been
revealed through research on vocabulary acquisition.

One of those features is the incremental nature of vocabulary knowledge. Schmitt
(2002) points out that the incremental nature of vocabulary acquisition refers to the
gradual learning of different knowledge types that belong to a single word. He also
stresses that these different types of knowledge cannot be learned entirely at one
time. Moreover, some knowledge types are mastered before others. For example,
in Schmitt’s study, learners first learned a words’ spelling, then the meaning of the
words. He also found that within a single type of word knowledge, there was also
a continuum. In this continuum, the learners first learned a word basic meaning
and then learned other meanings of the word. One conclusion that can be drawn
from Schmitt’s study is that complete mastery of a word takes time because of the
incremental nature of vocabulary acquisition.
Another aspect of vocabulary acquisition is the distinction between receptive and
productive vocabulary. The termreceptive vocabulary refers to the type of vocabulary
knowledge that lets learners recognize and understand a word when encountered
in a written or audio piece of language, whereas productive vocabulary refers to
the type of vocabulary knowledge that enables learners to produce a word (Melka,
2001). According to Melka (2001), although there are certain levels of knowledge
about a particular word, such knowledge should not be considered as two separate
systems. They should be considered as differing degrees of familiarity dependent on
each other, so knowing a word is not an all- or-nothing proposition; some aspects
may have become productive, while others remain at the receptive level.
Another important feature of vocabulary acquisition is its retention fragility. When
there is learning, there is also forgetting what has been learned. Forgetting is a
natural part

of learning. When it comes to second language vocabulary, according to several
research studies, lexical knowledge is more likely to be forgotten than grammatical
knowledge (Cohen as cited in Craik; Craik, 2002). According to Schmitt (2002:
130), the fragility of vocabulary knowledge is due to the fact that “vocabulary is made
up of individual units rather than a series of rules.” Forgetting the learned vocabulary
can mean losing all the effort put into learning them. Thus, once the vocabulary
items are partly or completely learned, they should be recycled systematically to
toster successful retention.

To summarize, traditionally, words such as go, fast, orange were considered to be
acquired when the corresponding concepts were matched successtully with the
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sounds and written forms (Schmitt 2002; Melka, 2001). However, recent studies
on vocabulary acquisition have revealed that the knowledge of a word involves
more than knowing its meaning (Nation, 2001; Read, 2000). Knowing a word
means mastery of its pronunciation, spelling, relation to other words, and the other
meanings it has. Once these knowledge types are learned, further effort should be
put into activation of this knowledge. In addition, due to the existence of different
types of knowledge about a word, the mastery of all these features cannot be
developed at once (Schmitt 2002). Furthermore, vocabulary knowledge is subject
to forgetting. Words should be systematically revised in order not to be forgotten
(Craik, 2002). Considering all these insights, learners need to allocate a considerably
long time to extend, consolidate, and retain their vocabulary knowledge (Schmitt
2002; Wesche & Paribakht., 2000)






